
The transition from the European Communities of the 50s to the Euro-
pean Union of the 90s of the last century has helped the European 
integration process to develop towards new and more ambitious objec-
tives and tasks, with the aim of strengthening Union’s institutional 
architecture as well as rationalising and legitimising its legal order in 
terms of fundamental values and principles, to make it respectful of the 
rule of law and human rights, including the rights of persons belonging 
to minorities (as stated by the new European Union Treaty, Article 2). 
Indeed, the evolutionary dynamics set in motion since the beginnings 
of the integration process for an ever closer union among the peoples 
of Europe, although still far from reaching the goal of the federation of 
Europe (such as predicted by the Schuman declaration of 9 May 
1950), move along the same direction of empowering the Union’s 
political and institutional structure and character as an autonomous 
community of both states and citizens, “founded on the indivisible, 
universal values of human dignity, freedom, equality and solidarity”, so 
defined in the preamble of the Charter of fundamental rights of the 
Union. Furthermore, in this evolving scenario of European integration 
the idea of Union citizenship is taking shape, according to the Euro-
pean Court of Justice, as «the fundamental status of nationals of the 
Member States». 
From this overall perspective, the problem of making European private 
law focuses on four key issues closely interwined to each other: 
Why European private law is needed?  
How European private law could/should be set up?  
What areas, to what extent and what policy objectives could/should be 
involved?  
Who carries the responsibility of making it? 
To answer these questions, the Centro Altiero Spinelli - Jean Monnet 
Centre of Excellence, “Roma Tre” University, in collaboration with the 
“Consiglio Nazionale Forense”, the Associazione Giuristi Europei, and 
EuropeDirect Roma Centre, promote and organizes a three-days 
meeting with the participation of scholars, experts and institutional 
representatives. 
The meeting will be articulated in four sessions corresponding to the 
four key issues stated above. 
The “WHY session”, next to the still open “yes/no” question on having 
a “European civil code”, that is the question of a “single” (unified) pri-
vate law at European level as a reflexion of the “single market” (yet to 
be completed), will concentrate on the problem of the feasibility of the 
Europeanisation of private law, with an eye to the projects and efforts 
so far developed to this regard. 
The “HOW session” will look at the problem of the so-called “legal 
basis” of the making of European private law, traditionally understood 
as the law of persons, family, property, contract and tort, but rooted in 
values and principles from which emanate the fundamental rights of 
the Union and the constitutional traditions common to its member 
states, coupled moreover with the problem of the so-called “options”, 
that is the various possible ‘instruments’ available for the advancement 
of the uniformation-harmonisation process of private law at European 
level and the implementation of such law, also taking into account the 
relationship of such instruments with and within the broader context of 
the experience of international unification of private law.  

The “WHAT session”, bearing in mind questions such as what to harmo-
nise, to what extent and for what policy reasons and purposes (business 
interests, consumer interests or citizen interests), will concentrate on 
some of the main areas in which efforts and projects have been at-
tempted and developed to consolidate and to frame a set of rules and 
principles of European private law, aiming at deepening the knowledge 
of such projects and related issues. 
The “WHO session”, finally, will consider the interplay between Euro-
pean institutions, national authorities, stakeholders and other actors 
involved in the making of European private law.  
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of private law 
 
Chair: Joachim BONELL, “Sapienza” University of Rome 
 
Panelists: 
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                                      Each session will be ended by discussion 
 
 

Working language will be English : no simultaneous translation will be provided  
Conference works will be video-recorded and made available on CeAS website 
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